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Clearly we must accept the second alternative, and therefore
ascribe the primary labour of synthesis not to reflective analysis
but to a logically prior and immediate grasp of the individual;
and it is this labour of synthesis which we may call the activity
of the imagination in knowledge. In our adult experience at
least, such apprehension is never unaccompanied by intellectual
processes; we cannot reduce ourselves to a condition of thought-
lessness. But to insist on conceptual analysis as the key to
perception is to ignore the central fact of perception, namely
that it is perception of individuals. The imagination, conceived
of as other than an activity of the understanding, must therefore,
if we are to accept Kant's threefold distinction, make the
primordial synthesis from the confusion of sense. The discursive
operation of the intelligence effects its analysis of what is
originally brought together by the imagination. And all our
knowledge shows these two sides, the direct and imaginative,
prehending individual wholes; the reflective or discursive,
analysing and classifying. They necessarily occur together in
all adult experience; but they cannot be identified, as Kant at
one time thought.
We may believe therefore that in coining to the recognition
of the productive imagination as a unique and "fundamental
faculty of the human soul", Kant had recognized the necessary
infertility of the understanding, and so introduced the notion
of a creative imagination operative in "sensibility"; it is this
activity which makes possible both the apprehension of sensory
wholes, such as patches of colour, and apprehension of objects of
which sensory qualities are grasped as aspects or qualities.
It became therefore, in his view, the primary creative activity
in perception, taking precedence in that respect over the under-
standing. Kant indeed continued to insist that no knowledge
is possible to human being without the activity of the under-
standing; certainly all our knowledge is discursive. Thought
is the mark of our self-consciousness whereby we distinguish
ourselves from the known world, the objects of which are
known as objects. But the very discursive character of thought